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u* in enjoyable friendly touch witn 
one another. And I honestly believe 
that these occasions and opportunities 
have largely helped to give Christ 
Church its good name in this com¬ 
munity, and not only in our own im¬ 
mediate community, but throughout 
the whole diocese, for unity, harmony, 
sociability, and a strong and vigorous 
churchmanship that is able and will¬ 
ing to do things, and what is more, do 
them right. But J would go deeper 
than all this when J speak of the "uni¬ 
ty of the spirit in the bond of peace." 
I believe that we are living in real 
Christian union because we believe in 
the things that Christianity stands 
for, united by a common desire to build 
up the Christian church in this com¬ 
munity. “The unity of the spirit in 
the bond of peace.” We know what 
that means, for we have been exper- 
iencing it these many years. 

Another thing that 1 desire to men¬ 
tion is the spirit of liberality that has 
become one of the distinctive charac¬ 
teristics of Christ Church liberality, I 
mean, as regards giving. J hope that 
our theology has been of the liberal 
type also. But I am now speaking of 
liberality in giving. This has become 
an increasingly distinct note of our 
parish during the past few' years. And 
when I say increasingly so, I mean 
particularly now, that this spirit has 
been becoming more and more general 
in the parish year by year. There are 
not many parishes in the land the size 
of this parish that cannot count among 
its members a few who can give large 
amounts when necessary. Not so with 
this parish. While it has rnany^ who 
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* The pastor 
service. 

The Sunday-school meets in the Parish House at 12.10. 

The First Banquet of the Men’s Club will be he d in the. Par- 
isb House on Thursday evening, February 1. Ex-Governor Frank 
liu Fort and Rev. Giles of Orange are among the speakers 
expected. Tickets are $1.00, and may be bought up to date of 
Taniiarv 27. See notice next,-Saturday. 
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able part of it is, that it is due to your 
love and loyalty and unfailing enter¬ 
prise. 

Few parishes have enjoyed greater 
material prosperity than ChristChurch 
during these twenty years. Twenty 
years ago we were one of the weakest 
parishes in the diocese, to-day w;e are 
one of the strongest. Twenty years ago 
we numbered scarcely one hundred 
communicants, to-day we number sev¬ 
en hundred. Twenty years ago we had 
a little wooden church on a side street, 
to-day we have a beautiful stone church 
on one of the most prominent corners 
in the community. Twenty years ago 
our anndal income amounted to about 
twenty-five,hundred dollars, to-day it 
amounts to about one-half as many 
thousands. Twenty years ago we had 
a divided parish rent with internal 
dissensions, to-day we have a united 
and harmonious parish, none more so 
in all the land. 

During these years we have built a 
stone church that is admitted to be 
one of the most beautiful suburban 
churches anywhere to be found, and 
best of all, it is fully paid for. We have 
also built a parish house, a beautiful 
and commodious rectory, and a paro¬ 
chial chapel during this period. The 
money is also in hand to build a new 
choir room. 

Many changes have occurred during 
these twenty years. Only 31 commu¬ 
nicants »re now members of the par¬ 
ish who were members twenty years 
age. Of the original vestry that gave 
the call to the present rector only one 
is now a member of the vestry, the 
present senior warden. God has in¬ 
deed blessed us as a parish during 
these twenty years; may He continue 
to bless us in the years to come. As i 
look back to-day over the past twenty 
years, there are many things which 
lead me "especially to realize and rejoice 
in God’s mindfulness of us here in 
ChristChurch parish. And the first 
thing that comes to my mind is that 
through God’s mercy we have truly 
kept “ the unity of the spirit ip the, 
bond of peace.” 

Surely here we have much to be 
thankful for. While during the first 
three years of this period there were 
storms and clouds—violent storms and : 
dark clouds—due to the fact that the 
parish was In a transition stage, a stage 
that was nothing Jess than death of 
the old parish and the birth of the new 
one, yet the storm soon ceased, the 
clouds drifted away, the sky became 
clear and serene, and during all these 
remaining years we have lived and la¬ 
bored together in splendid accord and 
unbroken fellowship of love. I am not 
speaking of mere surface sociability, 
with its accompaniment of smile and 
handshake. , I do not mean simply 
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Preached by 


AiiDlveFNary 

the I lev. K. A. Wblte lu Commemor¬ 
ation of the Close of Che Twentieth 
Year of Ills Rectorship lu Christ 
Kplscopat Church. 

On Sunday, January 14, the Rev. 
Edwin A. White completed his twen¬ 
tieth year as rectoHof Christ Episcopal 
Church and preached an anniversary 
sermon in commemoration of that 
event, which follows: 

Twenty years in the life of a parish 
is a long stretch. Christ Church par¬ 
ish is a little more than fifty years old. 
Of that period twenty years constitutes 
a large fraction, about two-fifths. In 
the life of a man twenty years is even 
a larger projiortion. I. .. 
time passed in childhood 
years of education, you 
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been trained in our Sunday-school. 
Without the stimulation of the Sun¬ 
day-school work, the parish would 
have suffered. Without the candidates 
furnished by* the school, our annual 
harvest would-have been very much 
smaller than it has been. I would urge 
upon you to begrudge no provision for 
the education of our little ones in the 
Christiau faith. Dejiend upon it that 
in sodoingyou will be richly rewarded. 

You know what I think of the wo¬ 
manhood of this church, aud how 
through their various organizations 
they have been a bulwark to this par¬ 
ish in its time of need. Again and 
again in the days when it was weak 
and feeble, they assumed the payment 
of some pressing debt and satisfied the 
claims of some insistent creditor. It 
was their aid that enabled the vestry 
many times to solve the financial prob¬ 
lems that confronted them. Were 
there nothing else in the record of the 
past twenty years save their peerless 
tabors, they would give distinction 
to this parish. In one respect this par¬ 
ish possesses a unique distinction, 
for hot only do the women of the par¬ 
ish work as in other parishes, but the 
men work as well.- 

We have an organization of men 
universally admitted to be the most 
efficient organization of its kiri(J in 
any parish in the diocese, comjiosed of 
nearly one hundred active, energetic, 
faithful men. The present prosperity 
of this parish is due in great measure, 
far more [>erha|)S than we realize, to 
this splendid body of men, which was 
organized sixteen years ago by a de¬ 
voted lay man, has continued to grow in 
numbers and efficiency year by year, 
until its good works have become a 
matter of good report far beyond the 
confines of our parish. Never once has 
the rector called upon this body of 
men for assistance in vain. Whatever 
the work asked of them, from the giv¬ 
ing of a p-irish reception to the clear¬ 
ing off of the mortgage indebtedness of 
the church, they have responded will¬ 
ingly and heartily, and always carried 
it to a successful issue. Without their 
help, the record of the past twenty 
years would have been a far different 
one from what it is. No parish could 


If we/deduct the 
outh and in 
have left out 
of the three score years and ten allot¬ 
ted to man not much over forty-five 
years. Forty-five years for 'work. Of 
that period twenty makes nearly one- 
half. 80 long, my friends, have T been 
permitted to work among you, giving 
the best of my life to service in this 

place. l 

It may be Interesting to note in a 

general way what we nave accomplish¬ 
ed during these twenty years. We, I 
say, for if any success has come, if any 
mark has been made upon the com¬ 
munity, if any noteworthy influence 
has been exerted, it has been because 
rector and people, clergy and laity, 
have pulled together. In the consid¬ 
eration of the success that we have at¬ 
tained as a parish, I feel that anything 
like Roasting ought to be excluded. 
There is nothing to boast of. I recall 
an incident in the fife of the late Bish¬ 
op Griswold. He look<?d in once at a 
revival meeting, wheie there was a 
great deal of excitement, atid where 
ushers were passing up:and down the 
aisles, laying their hands here and 
there on strangers, and speaking to 
them a word of exhortation. The Bish 
op was in the gallery, standing and 
quietly attending to what was going 
on. One of the asbers laid his hand 
upon his shoulder and said: "Stranger, 
have you got religion f” The Bishop 
turned and said in a quiet voice: "None 
to ooast of, my friend.’]! Somethingof 
this we ought to feel as we look back 
over these twenty years, 

Of the present communicant mem¬ 
bership of 700, all but 81 have been re- 
cei/ed during these twenty years. 
There have been 841 baptisms, 426 con¬ 
firmations, 282 {lereons joined in holy 
matrimony, and 267 laid io Test with 
the Church’s burial office. Nearly 
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improve. 1 would that more of us 
might adopt a precise, specific method 
of systematic giving. Let it be week¬ 
ly, monthly, quarterly or at any time 
you please, but adopt some periodical 
system of laying by a certain propor¬ 
tion of your income for charitable and 
religious objects. Those who have 
adopted this method will join with one 
oonsent to recommend it as the true 
way to regulate this matter of Chris¬ 
tian giving. It causes the giver to 
realize that he is God’s trustee; it en¬ 
lists his conscience in the disptval of 
his gifts; it saves him from delusion 
and self-deception, for many a man 
thinks that he is giving far more than 
he is, because he does not keep an ex¬ 
act account of hie givings. 

the matter 


No parish could 
help being prosperous, whoever the 
rector, with such a magnificent body 
of men to do its needed work. 

But the full history of these twenty 
veers can never be fully written out. 
Tae usefulness of a church cannot be 
expressed by any figures or statistics. 
If the church has been what it ought 
to be, anddonewhatitoughttodo, then 
it has found its way into the lives of 
the people who have worshipped in its 
courts and into the character of the 
community in which it stands. The 
Word here has been taught and preach¬ 
ed. The work of a Christian church 
has been diltgenify carried on. It is 
God only that can and does give the 
increase. Our rirayer and our hope is 
that it has not been done in vain. 

I cannot clow this review of twenty 
years without expressing my deepest 
gratitude to Almighty God for the ex- 
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The other point is 
of our Easter offerings, wherein we 
fail to quite come up to our standard. 
Although I have tried to impreas up¬ 
on you in season and out of imamm 
that our Easter offerings should be in 
every sense of the word a thank-offer¬ 
ing to Almighty God for the blessed 
hope that He has given us in the res¬ 
urrection of His Bon Jesus Christ, I 
fear that many of us have not yet ful- 
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cellent health preserved through all 
these years whereby He has enabled 
me to perform tbe duties of my office 
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without the omission of a single ser¬ 
vice or absence therefrom on account 
of illness for twenty years. On the oc¬ 
casion of my tenth anniversary as 
rector I stated that our work for the 
next ten years must be the building of 
a rectory and the payment of the 
mortgage on the church. By God’s 
help, and through your kindness and 
generosity, these things have been ac¬ 
complished. Our constructive work 
is not yet done. If we are to do the 
work that this church ought to do and 
must do in this community, then must 
we do these three things m the very 
near future: We must either enlarge 
the present parish house or build a 
new one, we must enlarge the church, 
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cause 1 put you on good footing and relieve your sore 

and aching feet. 1 -have had the pleasure of treating 

many residents of this town and Glen Ridge and they 
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have generously recommended me to tbeif friends. Come 

and get relief. 
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